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consider that a titular Arab head should be placed
over the new State ? In that case, whom would
they prefer as head ? These enquiries were duly
instituted but produced no conclusive reply.
When I joined the Foreign Office in January
1919 Mr. Balfour was Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs, but during his prolonged absence at the
Peace Conference in Paris Lord Curzon acted for
him in London. Mr. Montagu, the Secretary of
State for India, was still responsible for British
policy in Mesopotamia, while Lord Gurzon, as
Acting Foreign Secretary, .controlled the political
activities of the British forces in Syria and Palestine.
Administrative control in the two areas was exer-
cised independently by the India Office and Foreign
Office respectively, but general co-ordination was
provided by the Interdepartmental Conference on
Middle Eastern Affairs, a body which was presided
over by Lord Curzon, and of which Mr. Montagu
was a member. Force of circumstances made it
inevitable that there should still be some divergence
of view between the two departments concerned.
The Foreign Office were gravely embarrassed by the
fact that the British military authorities were acting
as proxies for the French not only in Syria, but also
in the Mosul vilayet. Conscious of their obligations
both to the French and to the Arabs, His Majesty's
Government had endeavoured to establish some
form of Arab administration in the Mosul vilayet,
which by the Sykes-Picot Agreement was to have
been included in the French sphere, but the
same causes which had prevented them from differ-
entiating between Baghdad and Basrah in 1917
made it impossible for them to treat Mosul differ-
ently from the other two vilayets. A French